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The Lima Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO/Lima, Ohio Urbanized Area) is initiating a new 
conformity analysis/determination for its 2040 Transportation Plan Update and its 2018-2021 
Transportation Improvement Program. This new conformity process is in response to Federal Highway 
Administration's (FHWA’s) April 23, 2018 guidance requiring conformity analyses for “orphaned” United 
States Environmental Protection Agency, (US EPA) 1997 Ozone standard areas. 
 
Attainment Status: 1997 8-hour Ozone Maintenance Area 
Geography:  Allen County, OH (LACRPC MPO area) 
SIP Status: Ohio 8-Hour SIP Resignation Plan Final Rule – Budgets revised for MOVES – 78 

FR 34906 - June 11, 2013 
 
The MPO is submitting this conformity analysis to establish and document the air quality impacts of its 
2040 Transportation Plan Update and its current 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program. 
 
Interagency Consultation:  
The conformity analysis is being undertaken with the support and collaboration of the USEPA, Ohio-EPA, 
Ohio-FHWA, Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and the MPO. ODOT’s Office of Statewide 
Planning & Research provided guidance and its Office of Modeling & Forecasting has historically worked 
to demonstrate conformity with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and compliance 
with the State Implementation Plan (SIP) designed to achieve and maintain NAAQS across Ohio. 
 

 Latest Planning Assumptions – The MPO worked with local governments, the Transit Authority, and 
ODOT to establish baseline population, land use and traffic conditions.  The MPO’s travel demand 
model reflects the 2016 variables, encapsulated within each of the model’s 395 traffic analysis zones 
(TAZs), public transportation services by type and levels of service, and the existing and proposed 
roadway network thru 2040. The 2040 Plan’s socioeconomic variables were developed and based 
upon the 2016 American Community Survey (ACS) data, the 2015/2016 employment data was 
obtained from both QCEW and Info USA, and population projections were developed by the Ohio 
Development Service Agency (ODSA). TAZ variables were updated for the 2040 Plan Update to 
reflect: total population, population in households by age cohort, population in group quarters, 
workers in households, total households, income, school enrollment parsed by grade, hotel rooms, 
total vehicles available, average parking costs, and employment by NAICS code. Such variables are 
provided by the MPO for each analysis year and used to generate trip tables for 2018, 2020, 2030 
and 2040.   
 

 Latest Emission Modeling – The MPO is served by a newly updated travel demand model, that 
combined with the latest planning assumptions, is used to generate emissions in Allen County. The 
new travel demand model was validated in 2017. The 2018, 2020, 2030 and 2040 roadway 
networks/operating conditions, established for this conformity analysis, reflect the phased 
implementation of the 2040 Transportation Plan Update.   

 

 The Conformity Analysis – The conformity analysis is required to use MOVES2014a. The analysis 
integrates and analyzes only regionally significant projects. Table D-1 reflects the non-exempt 
projects within the 2040 Plan Update, inclusive of the 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement 
Program projects, by year of construction, for conformity analysis purposes. The Plan Update 
includes no other regionally significant projects that would contribute to increased VMT or higher 
vehicle emissions. 
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TABLE D-1 
NONEXEMPT PROJECTS BY YEAR OF CONSTRUCTION 

Project Project Description Year 

Leonard Avenue 
Extend Leonard Avenue south to 4

th
 Street. Make necessary intersection 

modifications to accommodate WB-67 vehicle design. 
2027 

North Street  Widen North Street to 5 lanes between Metcalf Street and Jameson Avenue. 2032 

Bellefontaine & 
Kibby 

Construct a signalized 4-leg intersection of Bellefontaine, Kibby, and Collins.  
SB Collins will require 2-12' lanes with LT lane.  WB Bellefontaine will require 
2 LT lanes, 1 Thru lane, and one THRT lane. NB Kibby will require 2 LT and 2 RT 
lanes.  EB Bellefontaine will require 1 LT, 1 Thru, and 1 THRT lane.  Kibby & 
Industry Ave. to be signalized; a roundabout is an alternative. 

2034 

  

 Conformity Process Schedule – Air quality conformity runs were initiated mid-May 2018 by the 
MPO. Preliminary analyses were prepared by ODOT and submitted to OEPA and FHWA in June.  The 
schedule was developed to offer the opportunity for comments from ODOT, OEPA, FHWA and the 
public. 
 

o Public Involvement - The MPO presented the DRAFT NOx and VOC data to the MPOs 
internal committee structure in late June for Plan years 2018, 2020, 2030 and 2040.  Such 
data was also included in the 2nd DRAFT of the 2040 Transportation Plan Update released in 
July for public comment. The MPO’s public outreach included meetings with environmental 
groups, neighborhood associations, local governments, and advisory committees 
throughout July and August 2018. The DRAFT Plan inclusive of the Conformity Analysis were 
also made available at the local public library, the Transit Authority and the County 
Courthouse as well as at the Allen County Fair.    

o Adoption of 2040 Plan Update & 2018-2021 TIP Conformity Determination - The MPO is 
scheduled to adopt the 2040 Plan Update and the 2018-2021 TIP Conformity determination 
upon completion of the public involvement process in August 2018. The MPO Policy Board 
adopted the 2040 Transportation Plan Update and the 2018-2021 TIP Conformity Analysis 
on August 23, 2018. 

o Approval of Other State & Federal Agencies - After MPO adoption the 2040 Transportation 
Plan Update and the 2018-2021 TIP Conformity Analysis and comments will be circulated 
with state and federal stakeholders for their review and perusal. 

 

 Conformity Test & 1997 Standard Ozone SIP Budget Tests 
o Conformity Tests: 8-Hour budget tests of the LACRPC Plan/TIP analysis year networks  
o Analysis Years: 2020 1st Analysis Year (Current TIP year) 
   2030 Interim year  

2040 Plan Horizon Year 
 

 Conformity Documentation – Table D-2 provides the model summary of emissions by type and year. 
The data in Table D-2 was provided by ODOTs Office of Modeling & Forecasting and is reflective of 
their work. Email transmittals with raw processed data is attached to document ODOT’s calculations 
and findings. Table D-3 confirms the ozone emissions do not exceed the 2018 budgets for VOC or 
NOx in any of the analysis years (2020, 2030 2040). Attachments also reflect the status of 
stakeholder input received as of the date of the Plans adoption by the MPO. 
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TABLE D-2 
MODEL SUMMARY 

Year Type VMT/VEH HC NOX SO2 PM2.5 

2018 

LINK 3,521,400 0.638 4.343 0.000 0.000 

VEH 99,132 1.431 1.022 0.000 0.000 

INTRA 12,206 0.003 0.012 0.000 0.000 

TOTAL 3,533,606 2.073 5.376 0.000 0.000 

2020 

LINK 3,291,325 0.562 1.905 0.000 0.000 

VEH 119,489 1.377 0.716 0.000 0.000 

INTRA 9,630 0.002 0.006 0.000 0.000 

TOTAL 3,300,955 1.942 2.627 0.000 0.000 

2030 

LINK 3,452,309 0.283 0.776 0.000 0.000 

VEH 129,966 0.872 0.433 0.000 0.000 

INTRA 10,141 0.001 0.002 0.000 0.000 

TOTAL 3,462,450 1.156 1.211 0.000 0.000 

2040 

LINK 3,609,335 0.203 0.458 0.000 0.000 

VEH 140,355 0.633 0.301 0.000 0.000 

INTRA 10,789 0.001 0.001 0.000 0.000 

TOTAL 3,620,124 0.837 0.760 0.000 0.000 

 

TABLE D-3 
1997 8-HOUR STANDARD OZONE BUDGET TESTS 

Allen County 2018 Budget 2020 Emissions 2030 Emissions 2040 Emissions 

OC 2.38 1.942 1.156 .837 

NOx 6.18 2.627 1.211 .760 

 

 

 
 


































































































